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Design as a Creative Model for Technical Inquiry is a 2 - ~ e a i  PHILLIP GALLEGOS 
project funded b~ the hational Science Foundation to bettei University of Colorado Denver 
prepare futuie teachers for the complex. multidisciplinai~ 

- CARMINA SANCHEZ DEL VALLE 
challenges of the tuentyfirst centui?. This is our second j ear of 
the project and n e  are looking into new opportunities. partners Hampton University 
and hnding aources. At this roundtable we nil1 continue to 
identifj best practices of normatibe and cross-disciplinan 
design education: discuss the progress so far on  the interuni~ er- 
sitj ~orl tshops:  and dexelop niodels for dissemination and 
distribution to colleague institutions. For more information. 
check the M eb site h t t l ~ : / / v ~ \ ~ $  .arch.rri.edu/research/idd/ 

There is a demand for leaders trained to understand pioblemp 
from rnultiple perspectives and to integrate these perspectiles 
into creatilel! designed solutions. To achieve these goals. Me 
belie\ e. design education. and increasingl! all disciplines. muat 
p r o ~ i d e  tonciete experience in integrating first-rate technical 
competence with a thorough understanding of the social and 
cultural context of technologies and the design proceases that 
shape them. This multidisciplinary approach to design educa- 
tion demand< that the relex ant luiowledge base be expanded to 
include facilit! and expertise not current$ being required of 
architecture. engineering and other design students. This same 
demand foi a s!nthetic approach in disciplinary \$orl\ has the 
potential to drav d i~e r se  and minoritj communities. prexiousl! 
not attrartrd to engineering. architecture and other design 
fields to enlist in a more interdisciplinar! en1 iroriirierit that ma! 
hax e n i o ~  e political authoritj 1% hile addressing the qocial. 
aesthetic as \$ell as the technical. The  end goal of thi3 pioject is 
to integrate n~ultidisciplinar! design pedagoa into engineering 
arid alcliitectuial education that nil1 attract a mole inclusi\e 
constituent! arid create design professionals ui th a I ~ o a d e l  
foundation for addressing the complex proldems of the 21-t 
c e n t u n .  

R e are s e c h g  collaborating departrnents or  schools intrrested 
in pursuing funding to conduct intensixe interdisriplinai? 
design ~torhshops to learn studio niodels to teach engir~eering 
and aicliitectural design in a na! that efiectixel! integrate$ 
technical. social/tultural. and aesthetic issues. 


